
Why Shakespeare? Guided Notes 
 
Name_______________________________________ Class______ Date___________ 
DIRECTIONS: As you watch the videos, fill in the blank or write a paragraph or two in response 
to the short answer questions.  
 

PART 1 
“Shakespeare is Everywhere” by Christopher Gaze 
 
1. Where have you seen or heard Shakespeare before? What have you seen or heard?  
 
 
2. Christopher Gaze performs one of Shakespeare’s most famous sonnets, “Shall I compare 
thee to a summer’s day?”. What does he think this poem means or is (why Shakespeare wrote 
it)? (You guys, since I won’t be here when you do this, let me break the fourth wall for a second and just tell you— I 
cry everytime I watch him perform this. Thinking of someone you love, but who isn’t around anymore, while listening 
to him perform this sonnet is such a moving experience. I hope you listen and watch carefully. His chin even 
trembles! Magic.) 
 
 
3. “This is a time for ________ to show us the way. Shakespeare was rich in heroes.”  
 
4. Have you ever cheered for the bad guy to win, as the speaker describes reacting to Richard 
III? Describe.  
 
 
 
6. What was it like watching him perform Shakespeare, instead of just reading it from a book?  
 
 
 
7. What was one thing that stood out to you from this video?  
 

PART 2 
“Hip-Hop & Shakespeare?” by Akala 
 
1. Participate in Akala’s pop quiz: Hip-Hop or Shakespeare. How many did you get right?  
 
2. What is the rhythm that Shakespeare and a lot of hip-hop artists write in? Iambic 
_____________.  
 



3. What was it like hearing Akala perform Shakespeare’s most famous sonnet compared with 
Christopher Gaze’s performance? 
 
4. Iambic pentameter is a natural rhythm because it resembles your _____________ .  
 
5. Shakespeare’s language today might seem “posh” (fancy, really smart), but was it back then?  
Circle: Yes No 
 
6. Was Shakespeare, at the time he was alive, the kind of person that would be considered a 
“custodian of knowledge? What is a “custodian of knowledge”? 
 
 
 
7. “Hip-Hop” means ___________   _____________.  
 
8. “Up until the mid-90’s, it was still normal for the most commercially successful rappers to 
boast about how clever they are. To talk about ‘kicking science’, ‘dropping ___________’, 
‘spreading mathematics,’ while simultaneously talking about what life was like in the projects 
[ghettos] of ______________. There was no contradiction between both of those elements. And 
again, it was about who was ________________________________________.” 
 
9. “And one of the things that is so inspirational about hip-hop was the people who were told 
that they weren’t supposed to do that, without trying to be anything they weren’t, without 
dressing any different, without speaking any differently,  they decided and made the decision— 
we’re going to be ______________________________. We’re going to educate ourselves and 
we’re going to transmit this _____________________ through music.”  
 
10. “Hip hop carries that same power as with __________________, to transmit philosophy, as 
with any great art, to ____________________the world around us.”  
 
AFTER WATCHING THE VIDEO:  
11. What is one thing that stood out to you from this video?  
 
 
 
10. Write a short response to the following quote from the video:  

“ What is it all about? It’s about who’s going to be custodians of knowledge. And in the 
21st century, particularly moving toward post industrial society, where we don’t need masses of 
workers, we’re not training masses of workers to go work in the factories anymore. These are 
big questions. What is the purpose of education? What are we teaching young people? What 
are we training the next generation to do and for? Are we training each individual human being 
in a society where increasingly the success or failure of a society is going to be dependent on 



the the mind, the ideas of the people within that society. Are we training people to aspire to be 
the best they can be? To reach their full potential, wherever they’re born in that society?”  
 
 
 
 
 
 

PART 3 
EXTENDED ANSWER. PLEASE WRITE A 1 PAGE RESPONSE TO THE FOLLOWING 
QUESTION (you’ll probably need a separate sheet of paper): 
 
Do you think we should read, listen to, or watch Shakespeare? Why or why not? Discuss your 
perspective, consider other perspectives, and use a supporting example from on of the TED 
talks as well as another outside example to support your perspective.  


