
Writing a Rhetorical Précis
Today you be able to analyze the style of a text 

using rhetoric. 



Write a Rhetorical Précis

● An analytical summary
● Particularly about the “How” and “Why”
● Not about “What”
● Format that can be used to analyze
● Can use this again— either this particular format, or use 

the ideas of analyzing the “How” and “Why” as you look 
critically at a text. 



Rhetorical Précis 
Sentence 1: Name of author, genre, and title of work, date in 
parentheses; a rhetorically accurate verb (such as claims, argues, 
asserts, suggests); and a THAT clause containing the major 
assertion or thesis statement in the work. 

Sentence 2: An explanation of how the author develops and 
supports the thesis, usually in chronological order. 

Sentence 3:  A statement of the author’s apparent purpose, 
followed  by an “in order to” phrase.

Sentence 4: A description of the intended audience and/or the 
relationship the author has with the audience. 



Example— In Ralph Waldo Emerson’s essay “Nature” (1836), 
Emerson suggests that nature is not just a physical place of great 
beauty, but is also within each individual, and that as individuals, our 
connection with nature and our own true nature should be honored as 
we develop our own thoughts and ideas. Emerson makes this 
assertion by questioning our reliance on history and tradition, and 
through a description of his own experiences in nature—  particularly, 
a transcendent experience he had walking across a common on a 
wintery evening. Emerson’s purpose is to encourage readers to rely on 
their own ideas, and not on history or long-standing traditions, in order 
to honor their own nature as an individual. Because the audience is 
largely an America that follows historical and political traditions, 
Emerson might shock them with his emphasis on individuality and 
independent thinking, but might connect with them as he speaks of his 
relationship with a “Universal Being” and with nature. 



Rhetoric & “Civil Disobedience” Reflection
1. What did you have to consider as you analyzed the style of “Civil 

Disobedience” using rhetoric? 
2. In your opinion, what are the most effective things Thoreau does (rhetorical 

strategy or device) in his essay? 
3. What are some similarities and differences between the rhetorical précis you 

wrote and the one your partner wrote? 


